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EDUCATIONAL COMMITMENT 

ASSOCIAÇÃO PARA A PROMOÇÃO CULTURAL DA CRIANÇA (APCC) 

 
I. EDUCATIONAL PROJECT 

In its work with children and young people, the Association 
wants to contribute to a fairer, more peaceful and solidary 
society without discrimination. 

We work to enrich the development of children and young 
people, so that they become autonomous and responsible 
citizens, essential elements of a democratic and just society. 

But in order to follow this path, it is essential that those who 
relate to us understand our values and objectives. The 
animation techniques we use and that mobilize children and 
young people around a task, idea or project, are based on 
essential principles for our existence as an organization. 

Each activity aims to unleash creativity, foster the desire to 
learn and develop young people's curiosity. The years of 
learning, spent during childhood and youth, are essential for 
the training of human beings as individuals: that is why we 
encourage the exchange of knowledge between different 
people and cultures, in a set of collective activities that 
broaden the horizon of understanding and respect for the 
difference between APCC participants. We believe that 
these experiences will later be used by each one, both in 
their personal life and in the service of the community. 

We know that the values we defend are not only 
transmitted by words, but above all by our activities, by the 
attitudes taken on a daily basis, by the simplest gestures of 
our animators. 

We intend that our practices carry with them the values of 
solidarity, cooperation, social justice, peace, and innovation. 

The success of our work has two fundamental factors: 
empathy, which is established among members of the group, 
and the playful and educational content of the activities. 

Our commitment is to ensure a favourable environment for 
the birth of this empathy and, through the committed 
participation of children and young people, to build activities 
in which fun and knowledge complement each other in a 
coherent and balanced way. 

 

II. CITIZENSHIP 

A APCC defende o reconhecimento efetivo da cidadania The 
APCC defends the effective recognition of citizenship for 
children and young people. We conceive citizenship as a 
diversified capacity for constant improvement, present in all 
human beings, with the potential to transform itself into a set 
of beneficial skills for living in society. 

We wish our participants to be full and active players in our 
community on a daily basis. 

Citizenship has great social potential, as a practice that defies 
injustices, in a continuous search for equal opportunities. 
We stand for, through our activities, on citizenship based on 
three essential vectors: rights, responsibilities and active 

participation. 

Our concept of citizenship is emancipatory and is not limited 
by nationality boundaries. It is based on a solid and stable 
connection to the community and the experiences lived in 
the chosen place to live. 

 

III. NON-FORMAL EDUCATION FOR 
CITIZENSHIP 

If Education for Citizenship is a process that occurs 
throughout our lives, it is crucial that from the beginning we 
work with children and young people to develop awareness 
of their rights and responsibilities. 

We consider this work increasingly important, given the 
growth of individualism in our society. The political 
community is today, paradoxically, the more necessary the 
more fragile it is, and with a reduced capacity to influence 
individual lives. For this reason, it is precisely in the heart of 
community life that education for citizenship must play a 
fundamental role. 

We intend that our activities encourage children and young 
people to recognize their rights and respect those of others, 
as well as to assume their responsibilities and expect the 
same from those around them. 

We know that the ability to formulate ethical judgments 
requires learning and encouragement: learning the rules of 
life in society, stimulating the construction of critical 
awareness and participation. But we also know that 
interrogating the meaning of things is a gradually built 
process, to which we want to contribute through playful 
spaces that respect each one's own rhythm. 

It is common to hear that there is a lack of civic knowledge 
among young people, vis-à-vis the political system and the 
institutions that constitute the democratic support of our 
country. 

We want to promote educational and culturally framed 
activities - moments of reflection and discussion, in which 
the youngest can take the floor and together analyse and 
debate, criticize and suggest solutions related to important 
issues of the society in which they are inserted. 

We want to stimulate the discussion of topics such as sexual, 
ethnic and social discrimination; or to encourage debates on 
the collective accountability of environmental risks, or to 
launch ideas on the need for fiscal education for a fairer 
distribution of wealth. 

Citizenship as joint learning is a fundamental socialization 
process for a healthy democracy. 

We therefore defend an appreciation of citizenship, as a way 
of realizing individual freedom and assuming responsibilities 
towards the community, but also because the failure to 
exercise civil and political rights makes their existence 
paradoxical. 
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IV. HUMAN RIGHTS AND CHILDREN’S RIGHTS 

The international recognition, in Declarations or 
Conventions, of the Rights of Children is an important step 
towards the protection and safeguarding of the dignity and 
conditions of human life worldwide. 

These statements must be given a practical sense, 
transporting them from the world of the word to the 
universe of practices. The APCC ensures respect for the 
content of these rights in all activities, but wants to go 
further in its commitment. For this reason, it is committed 
to promoting the dissemination of these rights not only to 
young people and children, but to all elements of our 
society. 

The promotion of respect for the individual rights of 
children, involves encouraging them to exercise responsible 
and democratic participation. That is why the Association, 
in its activities, intends to involve all participants in 
decision-making, creating an effective dialogue between 
children, youth and adults. 

The APCC believes that this dynamic allows to stimulate 
the autonomy of thought and the critical spirit. Our active 
methodologies, by involving their recipients, make us 
essential to carry out these activities. We understand the 
shared creation of our spaces and moments of conviviality 
as a reflection of those objectives, which are still 
manifested in our games, role playing, dramatizations and 
workshops. 

This Association seeks that children and young people 
practice recreational activities in a space where human 
rights and active citizenship are always present in the 
Association's practices. 

 

V. CULTURE 

We recognize the role played by culture as a set of 
references received and created by a person or a group of 
people, references that help us to situate in time, space and 
among others. 

We live in an increasingly diverse cultural environment, in a 
more permeable, heterogeneous society that is open to 
contact between multiple cultural proposals. 

It is a challenge for us as educational agents to intervene in 
a society in which fashion, consumerism and financial 
success are per se elevated to cultural references and seen 
as examples of excellence or social success. 

At the same time, we are confronted with contradictory 
signs that lead any child or young person to question the 
meaning of respect for the norm. Now, at the APCC, we 
take the indispensable coherence between words and 
deeds very seriously, and we feel that the examples given 
by adults are essential for the youngest. 

It is important that our participants obtain the ability to 
situate themselves in the face of new references, and be 
able to preserve the collective memory of the cultural 
community to which they belong. 

This dynamic approach presupposes the acquisition of the 

ability to distinguish in a culture its most stable, structuring 
elements, from those that are accessory, less persistent. It 
also implies understanding that identities are born from 
syntheses and cultural miscegenations that each of us 
performs throughout his life. 

Above all, it is necessary to understand the value of the 
other's culture and the right to respect that it deserves. 

 

VI. DIVERSITY 

The APCC sees diversity as an enriching element of 
society, as an inalienable right that allows one person or 
group to be distinguished from the others, avoiding any 
desire for uniformity, massification, or even the annihilation 
of difference. 

We believe and want to participate in an education that 
opposes all forms of totalitarianism, ethnic discrimination 
or xenophobia, fanaticism or sexism. All manifestations of 
authoritarianism and oppression, which limit the space for 
individual freedom, prevent personal self-realization and 
are unacceptable restrictions on the human capacity for 
free thought and free will. The right to difference is a sign 
of a society's real freedom and effective democracy. 

Our activities enable participants to socialize with people 
from different economic, social, cultural and sometimes 
linguistic backgrounds. 

This coexistence contributes not only to a broadening of 
personal horizons, but also to a deeper self-knowledge of 
each one's cultural identity. 

 

VII. INTERCULTURALITY 

We believe in preserving and respecting cultural diversity 
in society. However, several questions arise: how to deal 
with relations between cultures? What consequences do 
they have for educational practices? What kind of 
exchanges, stimuli, learning can we draw from this 
diversity? 

The answers we can find include the reconciliation of two 
imperatives: respect for difference and the integration 
necessary for community life. Such a task should be 
guided by interculturality, that is, the interaction of 
cultures through transfers and exchanges between people 
of different origins, sharing and valuing what distinguishes 
them. 

We speak of a perspective that, when addressing the 
multicultural reality, the mere coexistence of two 
cultures in the same geographical space, establishes 
bridges between the margins of each one, creating bonds 
of reciprocity. The intercultural discourse and, above all, 
its practices must address both the people who intend to 
integrate, and those who must facilitate this integration. 

Once again, our work with children and young people is a 
privileged vehicle for interculturality, making us 
understand that children are very sensitive to difference 
from an early age, and that they view them with interest 
and curiosity. 
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Educating children to reciprocity is to explain that the 
other's gaze on us can reveal as much admiration, 
amazement and curiosity as our gaze on him. The 
difference is not a one-sided image, but a reflective 
mirror. 

Throughout our lives, we realize that the relationship 
with the other is an essential foundation in the formation 
of our personality; it is by reference to the other that 
each “measures” his own person. Accepting the 
difference is fundamental. 

But with the increase in economic difficulties and the 
increase in inequalities in the distribution of wealth, 
responses are sometimes advanced based on 
exclusionary, segregationist policies, inspired by implicit 
ethnic discrimination or a theory of difference as a 
“potential threat”. 

This Association is responsible for carrying out analyses 
and practices that eliminate, from the outset through 
facts, xenophobic and discriminatory prejudices. Looking 
beyond the differences between individuals and cultures, 
the APCC wants its participants and animators to ask 
themselves about the values that should sustain life in 
common. What conditions are necessary for these values 
to be appropriated or appropriated by everyone? How to 
positively build the will and the power to live together? 
Finally, how to act on individual conduct in this regard? 

The answer must contain a certain optimism, without 
which the democratic spirit cannot survive. We deny 
discriminatory, exclusionary and inequality-promoting 
theses, and prefer to drink from the source of a positive, 
emancipatory ethic and a logic of protection and 
promotion of human rights. 

What we intend to convey to our participants is the 
ability to become aware of the fundamental components 
of a culture. Only in this way will the differences and fear 
of others be overcome and the answers that other 
cultures have given to the questions that all societies are 
facing will be understood.  

 

VIII. ENVIRONMENT 

Today, we have a global perspective of ecological damage, 
the result of repeated attacks on the fragile balance of 
our ecosystems. However, environmental imbalances are 
not a fatality, they are a consequence of the choices that 
are made, the result of economic-social, cultural and 
political causes, rather than the natural causes 
themselves. 

For this reason, it is important for the APCC to promote 
a critical, global and integrated look at the environment, 
so that we can understand the various components of 
these problems and from there we will start to discuss 
solutions. 

This discussion is only possible if we encourage citizens 
to use teamwork, initiative, imagination, curiosity and 
scientific spirit to make the global environment a 
sustainable one. 

It is also essential to change attitudes and behaviours and 
encourage our participants to make an active and genuine 
contribution to protecting the environment, and to 
encourage the development of a sense of shared 
responsibility between the generations, of solidarity and 
of planetary justice. 

In our lives filled with products of convenience and 
technology, it can seem difficult to act in an ecological way. 
But, the big changes are made by the small steps of each 
one, and if we add all these small steps we are certainly on 
the right path for the preservation of the Environment. 

The Association takes its daily steps by holding workshops 
on Exploration of the Environment, Orientation, Recycled 
Materials, where materials used in the construction of 
objects for the most diverse activities are reused. In our 
camps, we make sure that the places used are cleaner than 
they were before our arrival. Participants can thus enjoy a 
natural space, but causing the least possible impact on the 
ecosystems with which they interact. 

By perceiving these issues through the practices with 
their peers and the examples given by adults, it is easier 
for young people to develop an environmental awareness. 

Through our activities we want to alert children and 
young people to balanced consumption, as a practice that 
promotes sustainable development, meeting current 
needs without compromising the future. 

It is a challenge for us to try to promote in our leisure 
activities an idea of balanced consumption, that is, the use 
of goods to satisfy only our needs, to the detriment of 
consumerism of the image and the superfluous. 

We want to promote a critical spirit in consumption, so 
that young people ask themselves about the origin and 
composition of the products. For this we use games and 
simulation dynamics where we address the conditions of 
production, since a large amount of goods available at low 
prices are the result of the exploitation of workers or child 
labor. 

In these activities we introduce alternatives such as Fair 
Trade, which is based not only on economic criteria but 
also on ethical, social and ecological values. This learning 
shows that the application of Fairtrade rules allows for a 
better distribution of wealth, avoids child exploitation, 
enhances parity between women and men and democratic 
participation in decision-making. 

The defence of the environment begins with the 
relationship of children and young people with the spaces 
they inhabit on a daily basis. APCC Holiday Centres have 
been adapted to this type of users and activities, as we 
believe that the success of the Centres depends a lot on 
the satisfaction and adequacy to the needs and desires of 
the participants. 

We would like this concern to be extended to other 
types of spaces, so that their planning and idealization 
would have children and young people as ideal measure. If 
such spaces are pleasant for the youngest, they will also 
be pleasant for adults. 
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IX. VALUES 

 

CO-OPERATION 

We have been moving towards a society that overestimates 
competition, forgetting values that enhance the 
approximation between individuals, such as cooperation. 

The APCC uses cooperative dynamics as a valuable tool for 
training citizens. 

Cooperation increases security in personal capacities, 
develops a sense of belonging to a group. No one loses or is 
isolated because he has failed, everyone wins as a result of 
mutual aid. 

 

SOLIDARITY 

Solidarity expresses a relationship between people who, in a 
committed way, participate in a common task, assuming 
mutual responsibility. It alludes to a fight against poverty, 
marginality or injustice, and is based on the equal dignity of 
all human beings. 

Solidarity therefore becomes urgent, indispensable for the 
improvement of the world in which we live. This web of 
hands that one finds to build something with and for others, 
is the answer to the lack of answers to problems that affect 
the lives of countless people. 

This willingness to help can be acquired through group 
integration, developing the spirit of mutual help in the tasks 
carried out. This is the minimum contribution that the 
APCC spaces and animation activities can transmit to each 
participant. 

But we can and want to go further, immediately transmitting 
to our participants the notion that they are part of a group 
of people, for whose destiny we are all responsible. We 
intend to extend this feeling of shared responsibility, from 
the playful context in which we integrate young participants 
to more comprehensive spaces. 

 

SOCIAL JUSTICE 

In order to achieve the consensus necessary for social 
cohesion, there should be no socio-economic impediments 
that make the exercise of fundamental rights impossible or 
difficult. 

The “to do” freedom depends, of course, on the freedom to 
be able to do. The exercise of rights is only possible, for 
everyone, in a context of equal opportunities for life. 

We believe that the guarantee of material autonomy, 
guaranteed by economic, social and cultural rights, and the 
freedom of participation, conferred by civil and political 
rights are, irrefutably, inalienable and inseparable rights. 

The freedom to do and to be able to do presupposes an 
active behaviour of citizens, and there can be no material 
impediments that affect the possibility of election and 
participation. It is therefore imperative to give the notion of 
citizenship an extension and breadth that goes beyond a 
mere formal category. 

We want our participants to strive to be actors in a 
decision-making and social transformation process. 

Equitable redistribution of resources is the best path for the 
economic and social development of all citizens. Our 
activities are an example of how the origin of different 
socioeconomic strata does not constitute a barrier when it 
comes to building bonds of friendship, companionship and 
affection. The participants, aided by the pedagogical 
framework that the APCC ensures, overcome this type of 
prejudice more easily, contributing for social justice to be 
valued among us. 

 

INNOVATION 

The Association believes that Innovation is an indispensable 
value in any non-formal educational action, so we promote 
knowledge through the sum of experiences of all those who 
build our moments. 

We understand that an attitude of openness to new and 
different experiences is necessary, resulting from a 
permanently dynamic, active, curious and scientific vision. 

We challenge associative immobility, born of resistance to 
change. We are always aware of the indispensable power of 
adaptation, of discovery and constant search for more and 
better knowledge. 

We assume a progressive attitude, which removes any sign 
of conservatism and immobility and that allows us, in a 
conscious way, to promote spaces in which the pleasure of 
discovery and the active involvement of its recipients allow 
them to obtain ideas, achieve projects, and make dreams 
come true. 

 

PEACE 

Today we are faced with the apparent contradiction 
between what appears to be a universal aspiration - peace - 
and the crude reality of our daily lives. 

We believe that peace is the antithesis, not only of war and 
violence understood as physical and direct aggression, but 
also of structural violence, of social injustice, of different 
opportunities for life. 

Peace also refers to a social structure of ample justice and 
reduced conflict; there is no peace where there is poverty, 
repression or alienation. Peace is a dynamic and permanent 
process, in which parity and reciprocity prevail, respect for 
Human Rights and meeting the basic needs of each person. 

This does not mean that the APCC conceives as possible or 
even desirable the elimination of conflict in society, in order 
to make it culturally and politically homogeneous. The 
conflict is not undesirable. Creativity and evolution can come 
from it, both for the individual and for society. 

Mediation is an instrument of conflict resolution, removing 
the feeling of resignation and conformity. 

In conclusion, we intend to promote spaces that allow us to 
overcome aggression and that value human qualities such as 
sensitivity, mutual understanding, respect for others, the 
ease in showing appreciation for those around us. 


